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Message from Claudia Kessler, President
Dear WIA-Europe members,
2016 was for WIA-E a year of stable growth and
settling as one of the major space organizations in
Europe.
These last four months were very exciting for Women in Aerospace Europe.
We have conducted several our successful events as WIA Europe like the
traditional WIA-E breakfast and panel at IAC in Guadalajara, a Lunch at XXIA
ASE Planetary Congress in Vienna and a breakfast at the United
Nations/United Arab Emirates High Level Forum.
Also our Local Groups have performed very well and today they have grown
up to 10 local groups with a new one in UK. The goal of this new local group
is to organise events across the many sites of our members, allowing us all to
see the full range of UK activities, with the intention to form more local
groups in the future.
We are proud to now have a large network across Europe that has been
established over the years and we will start the new year with the goal to
continue growing our European networks and to intensify our cooperation
with WIA in the US and globally. This is important not only for our
organization but also for our corporate members.
I would like to thank our Board of Directors and Local Group coordinators,
we are very grateful for their time and hard work in 2016!
Warm regards,
Claudia Kessler
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Administrative office news

We are happy to announce that Gaia Guiso joined the Administrative Office.
Gaia is appointed as Communication Assistant for website maintenance working
in team with our Director of Communications, Annamaria Nassisi, and Board
Assistant, Richelle Scheffers.

New Corporate Members
We are very proud to announce that 2 new corporate members have joined
WIA-Europe.
•

VAEROS has joined as Silver Corporate
Vaeros, Ltd in UK supports its customers in a
broad range of space-related technology
disciplines, providing value-added knowledge and
insight to state-of-the-art space systems,
applications, and related technology areas.

•

TNO has joined as non-profit Corporate
TNO is an independent research organisation
whose expertise and research make an important
contribution to the competitiveness of companies
and organisations, to the economy and to the
quality of society as a whole.

Take a look at our website
http://wia-europe.org/about-us/corporatemembers/ to find out more about these companies.

Is your company not yet a corporate member? Please click here to find
out the benefits.
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Student & Young Professional Award
WIA-Europe recognizes the achievements of upcoming talents - young
professionals and students alike - and the 2016 procedures has been set up
our awards programme. The call for 2017 nominees is closed
The WIA-Europe Outstanding Achievement Award is an engraved statuette and
an Honorary Membership, presented at an award ceremony.
WIA Europe will celebrate individuals who strive towards their goals in in Q1
2017 after evaluation by our Awards & Grants Committee.
For more Programme details please visit our website http://wiaeurope.org/programmes and please keep an eye on it to see our next call.
For participation you need to be a Women In Aerospace Europe member to be
eligible for Student and Young Professional award.
The programme is open to both genders in line with its Mission.

WIA-Europe Breakfast at IAC – 28 September
More than 100 participants enjoyed our traditional
breakfast and the following very fruitful networking
session, where attendees were able to meet new
contacts, and exchange with colleagues and friends.

WIA-Europe Panel at IAC – 28 September
The WIA-E Panel about “Space: new paths
towards a balanced and inclusive development”
was attended by more than 120 participants. The
panelists highlighted original issues in relation to
a balanced and inclusive development of the
aerospace field.
For both IAC events see our Special Newsletter on News section of our website
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WIA-Europe lunch at the XXIA ASE Planetary
Congress – 4 October
On October 4th, corporate
member
Thales
Alenia
Space
(TAS)
sponsored
the WIA-E lunch on at the
XXIA ASE (Association of
Space Explorers) Planetary
Congress,
University
of
technology in Vienna, Austria,
held from 3-7 October 2016
and it brings together over
400
astronauts
and
cosmonauts from 37 nations.
The moderator of the event was Barbara Imhof, WIA-E. Keynote speakers were
Simonetta di Pippo, Director United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs;
Annamaria Nassisi, Manager Market Intelligence, Thales Alenia Space and
Astronauts Sandy Magnus, US; Claudie Haigneré, Europe; Chiaki Mukai, Japan;
Julie Payette, Canada.
Annamaria Nassisi, representing the WIA-Europe
lunch sponsor, held an igniting speech and
demonstrated how a large European corporation, like
Thales Alenia Space, can support the gender balance
and the inclusion of female professionals on all levels.
Soichi Noguchi thanked WIA-E for supporting with their corporate member
Thales Alenia Space this lunch; after the conversation with key figures of WIA-E
and astronauts Susan Helms, Chris Hadfield and Mike Finck personally thanked
WIA-Europe and Thales Alenia Space for their contribution to a gender
balanced work environment and the event at the ASE conference.
Main astronaut voices from the US, Canada, Europe and Japan talked about the
importance of getting more women involved in the aerospace sector and about
delivering sustainable support into top positions. Read more on our website .
December Q3 2016

Page 5

WIA-Europe Breakfast at the UN/UAE High Level
Forum – 21 November
UNOOSA, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Agency and the Mohammed Bin
Rashid Space Centre, were great supporters of the WIA-E sponsored breakfast
event, held in Dubai on 21 November 2016 with the following speakers:
Simonetta Di Pippo, United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs; Sumaya Al
Hajeri, United Arab Emirates Space Agency; Khuloud Al Harmoodi,
Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre; Gale Allen, National Aeronautics and
Space Administration and Dominique Tilmans, Eurisy.

This first High Level Forum in Dubai forms one of the milestones on the way to
develop a UNISPACE+50 declaration in 2018 in Vienna, two further High Level
Fora are expected on the way towards 2018. This year marks at the same time
the anniversary of the UNISPACE I Conference as the first worldwide
conference in the UN frame dealing with Space in 1968.

More than 40 participants - be it male or female - followed the speeches and
had afterwards very lively discussions. Simonetta Di Pippo previewed a
UNOOSA project called "Space for Women"aimed at showing how space-based
technology can contribute towards achieving gender equality, one of the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Read more on our website .
December Q3 2016

Page 6

WIA-Europe SPONSORSHIP EVENTS
WIA-Europe Networking Masterclass
at Thales Alenia Space in Madrid
The WIA-Europe Networking Masterclass kindly hosted by Thales Alenia Space
in Madrid, Spain, and especially designed for people working in a technical
environment, was attended by 20 participants from different organisations,
who enjoyed their networking opportunity on 23 November 2016.
It was the first WIA-Europe
event of its kind in Spain.
Thanks to the coach Cathy
Delanty and to Thales
Alenia Space for hosting
the event!

WIA-Europe for sponsoring the event Space Up
in Milan
Below an extract from the thanks message for WIA-Europe received:
“Dear WIA-E,
We would like to warmly thank you for sponsoring SpaceUp Milan 2016 and
helping us to make this event highly successful! SpaceUp Milan 2016 would
have not been possible without your generous sponsorship […].
Thank you once again for your generous support.
We hope we will have a chance to cooperate again in the near future.
Yours sincerely,
The SpaceUp Milan Organising Team”
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WIA-E Local Groups in Q3 2016
Launch of Local Group UK
The WIA-E UK local group was successfully launched at the Reinventing Space
Confererence in London.
Because the UK community is spread around the country, our goal is to
organise events across the many sites of our members, allowing us all to see
the full range of UK activities and meet new contacts from across the country,
with the auspicious to form more local (ised) groups in the future.
The current aim of the group is to bring together the UK Space Community in
support of a more diverse and equal workforce.

UK
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WIA-EUROPE BREMEN

October 7 – Visit to DLR facilities
On 7 October, WIA-E Bremen offered the opportunity to visit the facilities
of DLR- Institute of Space Systems.
Attendees visited one of the
centers of excellence for systems
engineering, design and analysis for
future spacecraft and future
missions. At the Institute of Space
Systems, research is also conducted
into
important
systems
technologies to enable future
space missions or improve existing
technologies.
Paul Zabel guided through the main facilities and EDEN research group
laboratory, focused on life support systems, food production for future crewed
space missions.
December 15 – Christmas dinner
On 15 December, Local group Bremen organised the traditional WIA-Europe
Bremen Christmas Dinner! The participants had the opportunity to meet with
other aerospace professionals, reflect on the year that is almost behind us and
look forward to the year ahead of us.

December Q3 2016

Page 9

WIA-EUROPE BRUSSELS

September 28 – ‘An exchange of views’
On September 28, in a room of the European Parliament, WIA-Europe Brussels
participated in an event organized by Alessia Mosca of the the European
Parliament, and hosted by David Sassoli and Antonio Tajani, both Vice-Presidents
at the European Parliament. The event named An exchange of views
with Samantha Cristoforetti was followed by the viewing of the
documentary "AstroSamantha, the Space Record Woman”.

WIA-EUROPE COLOGNE

More activities soon

WIA-EUROPE GENEVA

December 11 – Training Course
For the first time, Women in Aerospace Europe Geneva local group held a one
day training course on preparing for ITU-R meeting in form of Role Play.
This Role Play helped participants to have a first approach to the UN and ITU-R
conference protocol through a friendly unformal experience and brainstorming
about a topic of the Space sector that could be discussed in a treaty conference at
ITU. This course took place on December 11th.
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WIA-EUROPE LEIDEN

October 5 – Networking Masterclass
On October 5th, WIA-Europe Leiden and ESA-BIC Noordwijk organized a
specific Networking Masterclass, especially designed for technical people and
start-ups, to capitalize on networking opportunities.
This Networking Masterclass, moderated by Cathy Delhanty, summarised the
key networking concepts of: Networking Strategy, Increasing your Visibility,
Learn to Meet People , Build business relationships.
Afterwards, the participants had the chance to put theory into practice with the
networking drinks and finger food.
November 24 – Young ESA Event
WIA-Leiden invited it’s local members to the YoungESA event that took place at
the Business Incubation Center (BIC) in Noordwijk on 24 November.
BICs are spread around Europe and are initiated by ESA's Technology Transfer
Programme Office (TTPO), and work to inspire entrepreneurs to turn spaceconnected business ideas into commercial companies, and provide technical
expertise and business-development support.
5 enthusiastic incubatees gave a presentation of their start-up. The event was
closed with meet & greets and some drinks and food.

WIA-EUROPE MUNICH

More activities coming soon
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WIA-EUROPE PARIS

Little Break
More activities soon. A candidate for local group leader is welcome. Join us and
follow the procedures on our website: http://wia-europe.org/about-us/localgroups/

WIA-EUROPE ROME

December 13 WIA-E Rome represented at debate on women and gender at
University of Trieste, Italy
The event organised by the CUG (Comitato
Unico di Garanzia) of the University of
Trieste, Italy. The successful seminary allowed
to share experiences on the Italian research
centre for gender study. The research centers
for studies on women or gender propose to
take gender issues or female identity as a key
tool in action and interdisciplinary research and
practice, involving different areas: economic,
legal, political, psychological, scientific, social,
historical, philosophical, literary, artistic.
December 23 – Exhibition visit
On 23 December, WIA-Europe Rome local members, met at the exhibition
entitled: "Marte - Incontri ravvicinati con il Pianeta Rosso" at "Ottagona" hall
of the Roman National Museum at Baths of Diocletian.
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WIA-EUROPE TOULOUSE

November 30 – Annual Event
WIA-Europe Toulouse organized its ‘Annual Event’, with Agnès Paillard,
President of Aerospace Valley.
The event took place at Thales Alenia Space in Toulouse.
During the evening Isabelle Buret gave a presentation, followed by Aurélie
Salvaire.

The evening was closed with a cocktail reception and networking.
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WIA-EUROPE UNITED KINGDOM

October 27 – Launch of Local Group UK
Over 40 aerospace professionals enjoyed croissants and coffee in the Royal
Society's Marble Hall whilst listening to the inspiring words of guest speaker Dr.
Alice Bunn, Policy Director at the UK Space Agency.
Afterwards two lucky raffle winners
were presented with copies of the
book How to Thrive and Survive as a
Working Woman, written by Fiona
Elsa Dent and Viki Holton. The
breakfast, sponsored by the Satellite
Applications Catapult and Airbus
Defence and Space, gave participants
the chance to talk with the committee
and share their vision for WIA-E UK.

December 9 – Christmas Drinks
After the successful launch event on 27 October, Local Group UK organized its
second event, Christmas Drinks, on 9 December.

For any further information on our Local Groups, please
visit our website: wia-europe.org/about-us/local-groups/
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Corporate members

Partners
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Questions
If you want to learn more about Women In Aerospace Europe, please
do not
hesitate to contact us via info@wia-europe.org
or take a look at our website www.wia-europe.org

Want to join?
Please fill in our registration form or visit: www.wia-europe.org/join

Contact details
Women in Aerospace Europe
Space Business Park
Huygensstraat 44a
2201 BB Noordwijk
The Netherlands
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